meunier Canada is at the same time marked by that of the United States, where industrialization, urbanization and secularization provide a general tone. But the French Canadian context is also very unique.1 A French-speaking society in North America, French Canada is the only majority Catholic nation in the former British America. Retaining its own culture after the English colonization at the end of the eighteenth century, the province of Quebec, then called Lower Canada and later French Canada, preserved a relative autonomy in language, law and religion.2 Meanwhile the English conquest shattered the social hierarchy of the former New France, above all transforming the apex of this societyparticularly its military, political and economic elite. This chance historical happening would confer an unanticipated role upon a Church that remained in place. This type of colonization thus placed the diocesan clergy in the position of principal spokespersons for the French Canadian society before the conquering English.3 From a status of one actor among others in New France, the Church thus quickly became the privileged interlocutor with the British Crown in grappling with a bourgeoisie that was supplanting the hereditary aristocracy. This new position led to playing a transitional role at the core of civil society. Hospitals, asylums, nurseries, academies, technical schools, and universities gradually became the responsibility of the secular clergy and new masculine and feminine religious communities that were recently founded or imported from Europe (Rousseau 2005).
After 1840, thanks notably to the work of the second bishop of Montreal, Msgr. Bourget, French Canada experienced a sort of religious revival that consolidated the position of the Church in the major institutions that established the social context (Rousseau and Remiggi 1998) . In command of the French Canadian society, the Catholic Church recruited vocations without much problem. In fact, the religious vocation was wedded to various important social responsibilities, and its prestige grew to the extent that the establishment of the clerical context defined the principal institutions of French Canada. Thus a remarkable increase of the total of religious personnel per 1,000 inhabitants is reported to go from 5.9 in 1890 to 13.1 in 1931-a total that would remain almost unchanged up to 1961. There would be 47,128 diocesan and regular clergy and
